
 

 
 

EFTBA Update – March 2013 
 

EFTBA AGM 
A reminder that the EFTBA Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday 12

th
 May at Longchamp racecourse, Paris. There will be a delegate 

dinner on the evening before of Saturday 11
th
. The Veterinary meeting is confirmed for Friday 10

th
 May. Pre-booked hotel rooms are available at the 

conveniently situated Hotel Pergolese on a first come-first served basis. Please let the Secretariat know attendance as soon as possible, as well as 

items for the agenda.  

 

EU ISSUES – Feb/March 2012 
 

VAT – DATE FOR IRISH JUDGEMENT  

The decision on the Irish VAT case is to be made next Thursday 14
th
 March by the European Court of Justice.  

 

VAT – RELATING TO THE FRENCH JUDGEMENT AND EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES IN GENERAL  

The Commission on the 18 February (Commissioner Semeta) gave an answer to Frank Proust MEP’s question on the future of horse riding under 

threat because of the ECJ decision on VAT. The answer is only available in French but an unofficial translation follows:   

“1. The Commission does not contest that riding is a sporting activity. But it also notes that the VAT Directive does not provide for reduced VAT for 

sporting activities in general. Only two specific aspects should benefit from a reduced tax: admission to sporting events and the use of sporting 

installations. In response to the question about the consequences of the application of reduced VAT on certain areas the Commission notes that the 

possibility member states to apply reduced rates of VAT for certain good and services as a derogation from the general principle of full VAT is not 

possible outside the specific cases noted in the VAT Directive. On the other hand the member states can choose not to use the possibilities opened up 

by the directive and can apply full vat to all operations.  

2. In the case of the modernization of VAT, for reasons outlined in the Commission’s document the application of normal VAT rates remains the 

basic principle even if the Commission admits that there are some advantages which can be gained by a limited use of reduced rates. The future 

revision envisages, nevertheless, that the reduced rates will be narrowed rather than widened in scope. So, to fix a reduced rate for the whole 

equestrian sector would be against the limited use of VAT rates forseen by the Commission.” 

This is yet another example of the hard-line stance taken by the Commission on this issue in relation to equine activities. 

 

 



HORSE MEAT IN BEEF PRODUCTS  

On the 13
th
 February, Commissioner Borg issued the following statement; “Since we are talking about safety I want to take this opportunity to assure 

EU citizens that I am following very closely the situation that has arisen in the last few days in some EU Member States over fraudulent labelling of 

horsemeat contained in some food products.Since the European Commission was informed, my services are working with national authorities to see 

that the source of the issue is properly identified and addressed.In particular, we are working with the French, Romanian, Dutch, Luxembourg and 

British authorities and we have also called for this Friday an extraordinary meeting of the Standing Committee on the Food Chain to discuss with all 

Member States the situation. 

 

The EU food safety system is one of the safest in the world. Thanks to this system and its capacity for full traceability, national authorities are in a 

position to investigate this matter so as to find the source of the problem.The European rules on traceability have allowed Member States to discover 

rapidly the origin and distribution chain of the fraudulent products.The EU Rapid Alert system in turn also allows us to circulate in all 27 EU 

countries all information related to the investigations on this scandal. I hope that the national investigations will uncover soon the culprits.I am 

grateful that the Irish presidency is organising a meeting today with the relevant Ministers for us to take stock of the situation and see what action 

may be appropriate.The European Commission stands ready to help in any possible way. We will continue to coordinate this situation both at political 

and technical level with urgency to help Member States restore the confidence of consumers.” In a further statement the Commissioner announced 

that there would be an extraordinary meeting of the Standing Committee of the Food Chain and Animal health (SCoFCAH) for this Friday (15 

February).This meeting would provide a forum to ascertain the precise state-of-play of the on-going investigations in the Member States, and enable 

discussions on a possible co-ordinated response.On the latter point, the Commission will bring to the attention of the members of SCoFCAH a draft 

Commission measure recommending to the Member States a coordinated control plan for a limited period of time of one month (March). Results 

should be communicated by Member States by 15 April.This coordinated control plan will have to be done by all Member States but in proportion to 

the size of their domestic market, so as to restore the confidence of all European consumers. 

The coordinated control plan will be two-pronged: 

 First, it will recommend to the Member States to carry out appropriate controls at market level of products that are presented as containing 

beef, in order to identify the scale of any misleading labelling practices as to the presence of horsemeat. 

 Second, as a preventive measure, it will ask Member States to carry out appropriate controls for the detection of phenylbutazone residues in 

establishments handling raw horse-meat, including imported goods, so as to unearth any related safety concern.” 

 

The EFTBA Secretariat met with European Commission SANCO Health/ Welfare and Transport officials on a routine update meeting at the end of 

February. They confirmed that despite some Members of the European Parliament and welfare organisations using this issue to push for a further 

review of the transport legislation and restrictions on movements of horses the clear indication from the Commissioner is that the current policy of 

focusing on enforcement would continue.  

 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IMCO COMMITTEE MEETING ON ONLINE GAMBLING PAPER  
On the 20 February an exchange of views was held. The Rapporteur  (Ashley Fox) opened up the debate by asserting that the only way to approach 

regulation in this field is by trying to achieve a certain level of harmonisation throughout the EU, while still respecting the principle of subsidiarity. 

The main axes of his draft report were said to focus on the enforcement of EU law, the enhancement of administrative cooperation, e.g. through a 

common identification system and self-blocking mechanisms, consumer protection, responsible advertising and actions aiming at combating money 

laundering and ensuring the integrity of sports. 

  

EPP and S&D shadows emphasised the need to respect the different regulatory approaches of Member States in a sector of economy which does not 

resemble ordinary economic activities, while they welcomed the Commission's suggested actions regarding administrative cooperation, consumer 

protection, sports integrity and money laundering. ALDE shadow said that the Commission's Communication was not ambitious enough and that 



legally binding measures are necessary at EU level, while Greens shadow concluded that Member States have failed to achieve what is necessary to 

protect consumers, especially with regards to advertising. Deadline for amendments: 4th April 2013. All in all, there were no surprises in the paper 

produced by Ashley Fox MEP with his liberal market stance, and the issue of funding was not addressed.  

 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE –  

Standing Committee of the Food Chain and Animal Health meetings 

5 March meeting – Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft CommissionDecision on the harmonisation of Member 

States’ annual reports on inspections on animal welfare during transport. (This is one of the actions being pursued by the Welfare unit in relation to 

more effective enforcement). 
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